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159, for Pelieacae read Peliacae; 164, for uehunter at 4.6.58 read uehunturi 169
n.54, for "Messala's" read "Messalla's"; 182 n.20, for "Fantham (2005)"
read "Fantham (2006)"; in the bibliography, the editor of the volume which
includes DuQuesnay's article is D. [not J.] West, there is some trouble with
the font in the entry for Ling, and the first word of the title of the following
entry should be Aspects). Overall, however, the sensitivity of analysis and
clarity of presentation suggest that Keith's Propertius is indeed a labour of
love, if not necessarily of leisure.
L. B. T. Houghton
University of Glasgow
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I

Everyone knows that Manilius' Astronomica exists, but few, especially in
this country, know the poem itself at all well. The situation is something of
an embarrassment. Here we have an ambitious work on an important topic
by a man of learning who is no mean poet. Admittedly, the condition of the
text was once poor and its exegesis correspondingly difficult. But precisely
because it was difficult it attracted attention from the greatest critics, men
like Scaliger, Bentley, and Housman; and since the edition of the last-named,
it has been possible to read the poem with understanding and appreciation.
. But not many do. W hy?
One reason is that the poet's best critics have not always been his most
effective champions. Housman's edition practically screams procul, of procul
este profani! on every page; and while he metes out praise as well as censure,
back-handed compliments about Manilius' "eminent aptitude for doing
sums in verse" are what find their way into our histories of literature. So, if
the editor who understood Manilius better than any reader since antiquity
could recommend him in no higher terms, why waste one's time?
Katharina Volk may help change this situation. Her new book is
a comprehensive introduction to Manilius from a cultural historical
perspective. Her concern is not to advance a novel interpretation of his
poem, but to state what can definitely or (in most cases) probably be said
about when it was written (quite late in Augustus' principate but before
Tiberius' accession), how much of it we actually have (probably all that
Manilius intended to write), what are its sources, its principal aims, and
so forth. This she does in six well-focused and well-organized chapters.
The brief first chapter states what little we actually know about Manilius
himself. The lengthier second and third chapters explain in detail,
respectively, the astronomical argument of book 1 and the astrological
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